11/12/03 17;00 ©5039728115 KOLISCH HARTWELL I2l 


Amendm nts to the claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application. 

Please cancel claims 1. 2. 7, 8. 12. 13 and 17-20 without prejudice. 
Please amend claims 11, 14-16 and 26 as indicated below (material to be 
inserted Is In underiine . material to be deleted is in strikeeut): 

f f^ivinf Claims: 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Previously Presented) The spittoon of claim 26, wherein the 
precipitating agent is incorporated In an absoriaent pad within the reservoir. 

10. (Prevtousiy Presented) The spittoon of claim 26, wherein the 
precipitating agent is calcium nitrate or magnesium nitrate. 

11. (Currently Amended) The spittoon of claim » 14. wherein the lip 
extends Inwardly around an upper perimeter of the spittoon and defines a spittoon 
entrance. 
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12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Cun-ently Amended) Tho spittoon of c l aim 13, whore, when the lid i s 
mtmrtfiri the Ji d A spittoon for servicina a ori n thead, the spittoon comprising: 

a bottom: 

one or more walls, each wall having a too edge, the walls in combination with 
the bottom defining a waste Ink resen/Qtr having a capacity; 

an Inwardlv extending lip at t he too edoe of at least one wall configured to 
retain a volume of waste Ink when the spittoo n la tilted toward the Hp: and 

a retractable lid which, when retracted- is enclosed in a portion of the spittoon 
that is distinct from the waste Ink resen/oir. 

15. (Currently Amended) Ttm opiitfiftn nf nin i m ft. A spittpon for sen/icing a 

printhead. the sprttoon comprislno: 
a bottom: 

one or more walls, each wall having a too edoe. the wall s in combination with 
the bpttom defining a waste Ink res ervoir having a caoacitv: 

an inwardlv extending lip at the top edge of at least one wall configured to 
retain a volume of waste ink when the spittoon is tilted toward the liP: apd 

where the reservoir is configured such that when the spittoon is tilled toward 
the lip at an angle up to ninety degrees, the lip retains a volume of waste Ink equal to 
approximately one-quarter of the capacity of the waste ink resen/olr. . 
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16. (CurTBnlly Amended) The opittoon of claim 8. A sptttQpn fQr servicing a 
printhead. the spitto nn comprising: 
a laottom; 

^ n«^ or more walls, e^^h wall havi n g a top edge, the walls In combination W'th 
the bottom defininn a wa^ ^ft ink reservoir having a capgcfty; 

a,^ i nwardl y extendinn llo at the ♦op eriae of at least one wall Qonfiqured tP 
».tain a volum*^ nf waste ink w hen the soittonn is tilted toward the lip; and 

where the reservoir is configured such that when the spittoon is tilled toward 
the lip at an angle up to forty-five degrees, the lip retains a volume of waste ink equal 
to approximately one-half of the capacity of the waste ink reservoir. 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Cancelled) 

21 . (Original) An inkjet printing mechanism, comprising: 
means for spitting ink into a spittoon; 

means for retaining said previously spit ink within said spittoon during tilting of 
said Inkjet printing mechanism at an angle of up to 45 degrees; and 

means within said spittoon for initiating a precipitation reaction with at least 
one component of said previously spit ink. 

22. (Original) A method of utilizing a spittoon in an inlc|et printing 

mechanism, comprising: 

spitting ink Into the spittoon positioned In a spit orientation: 
accumulating a supply of Ink In said spittoon; 
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precipitating at least one component of said Ink In said spittoon; 
removing said sprttoon with said supply from the inkjet printing mechanism: 
during saw removing, tilting said spittoon from said spit orientation; and 
during said tilting, retaining said supply within said spittoon. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 22. wherein said spittoon Is tilted at up 

to 90 degrees. 

24. (Original) The mett>od of claim 22. wherein said spittoon is tilted in 

more than one direction. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 22. further comprising dumping saki 
supply and replacing said spittoon in said Inkjet printing mechanism. 

26. (Currently Amended) The spittoon of claim S 14. further comprising a 
precipitating agent within the reservoir, wherein the precipitating agent Is a salt of a 
multivalent cation or a multivalent organto add. 
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